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by a certain druggist it is better to tear off the name of the
druggist frona the bottom of the pad." 

"

There can be no doubt that the newly qualified man is
quite often unfitted to set up in practice for himself, even
if he has spent one or two years in house appointments
first. In the old days of apprenticeship it was different.

He was taught how to " run a practice " and how to deal
with people, both of which accomplishments are now allowed
to come as they may. They come generally through
assistantships and junior partnerships, or by the less

pleasant way of costly experience. Perhaps it is better so.

Books, however, have their place, and the book under review
- deserves to find a public ; and although we should prefer to
have seen some things omitted from it, we are bound to say
- that it contains a large quantity of very practical and good
advice in subjects on which the medical man should be well
informed. 

____

New Inventions.
A NEW SPRING CATCH FORCEPS FOR TONSIL

ENUCLEATION.

THE instrument illustrated below will be found of par-
ticular advantage in dealing with tonsils that are not easily
accessible to the guillotine alone. The distinctive features I

are : (1) the blades curve
close to the jaws ; the

sharply at right angles jaws open and close in 
the vertical plane, thus FULL SIZE E enabling the operator
easily to get a firm grasp of the tonsil ; (2) the jaws have
short saw-shaped teeth, giving a firm hold and affording
 plenty of room between the blades when opened, an advan-
tage in working in the small space available ; and (3) the
instrument passes conveniently through the fenestra of a
guillotine or the loop of a snare.
The makers of the instrument are Messrs. Down Bros.,

Limited, St. Thomas’s-street, London, S.E.
Brighton. ARTHUR J. HUTCHISON, M.B., C.M. Glasg.

AN INSTRUMENT TANK.

THE sterilisation of instruments in private houses by a
spirit lamp and boiling water immediately prior to an opera-
tion is an annoying and time-consuming process, and owing
to the vagaries of spirit lamps is not unattended by risk of
accident. The instrument tank represented in the illustra-
tion is of a size to hold all the instruments required for an
ordinary abdominal operation. The instruments required
are boiled at home in an ordinary steriliser, dried (by heat
or methylated spirit), and placed in the tank immediately

ready for use, immersed in methylated spirit, to which, if
desired, a proportion of lysol can be added. Sharp instru-
ments, such as knives, scissors, and needles, are kept in the
tank permanently and need not be boiled. Ligatures may
also be kept in the tank. Once in two or three weeks the
instruments should be taken out and cleaned, especially if

lysol is used, since it causes a greasy deposit to form upon
them. It is also important to see that no blood or water
gets access to the tank since in either case the instruments
will rust. It should be noted that the tank is not intended
for sterilising instruments by heating. It is simply used as a
container. The top, sides, and bottom of the box are made
of sheet copper. The whole strength of the box is concen-
trated in the circumference of the lid, which is a gun metal
casting, and the top edge of the box itself, which is also
cast in gun metal, and has upon its upper aspect all round
a deep undercut groove into which a ring of hard rubber is
forced by pressure. This groove corresponds with a V-shaped
ridge within the lid which bites into the rubber and ensures
a spirit-tight joint.
The instrument tank was made to my design by Messrs.

Mayer and Meltzer, 71, Great Portland-street, London, W.,
and has been tested by two years’ constant use in practice.

W. SAMPSON HANDLEY, M.D., M.S. Lond.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.

MEETING OF COUNCIL.
A QUARTERLY meeting of the Council was held on

April 10th, Sir RICKMAN J. GODLEE, the President, being in
the chair.
The best thanks of the Council were given to Dr. Charles

Hose for presenting some skeletons of adult orangs and other
specimens to the Museum.
The Jacksonian Committee having adjudged the Jacksonian

Prize for the year 1912 to the author of the dissertation on
" The Embryology and Treatment of Cleft Palate " under the
pseudonym of "Digamma," the PRESIDENT opened the

envelope bearing this title, and declared that the enclosed
name was Mr. F. W. Goyder, M. B. Cantab., F.R.C.S. Eng.,
of Bradford, and to him was awarded the Jacksonian Prize.
It was decided to make the following the subject for the
Jacksonian Prize for 1914 : " The Pathology, Diagnosis, and
Treatment of Trigeminal Neuralgia."
The Triennial Prize was awarded to Dr. W. Blair Bell for

his essay on 
’’ The Anatomy and Physiology of the Pituitary

Body and the Relationship with Disease of its Abnormal and
Morbid Conditions." It was decided to make the following
the subject for the Triennial Prize for the three years
ending 1915 : " The Human and Comparative Anatomy and
Physiology of the Cerebellum."


